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Diary Dates

Welcome back to school for 2021. I would especially like to extend a big welcome to those
families and students joining our school community for the very first time. I hope you enjoy
your time with us and I look forward to working with you to provide the best possible education for your children.
I trust that everyone had a wonderful break over the school holidays and had the opportunity
to spend lots of time with family and friends, doing the things that you enjoy the most. Last
year was certainly very challenging due to constant interruptions to life as we know it and this
meant interruptions to teaching and student learning. In saying this, we did however learn how
to be resilient, flexible and creative to continue providing the best education we could for every student. I would once again like to thank the school community for working together to get
us all over the finishing line in 2020.
This year is a new year and I am looking forward to working with students, staff and families to
improve our students reading, numeracy and writing. We welcome two new teachers to our
school this year. Mr Tuvia Bloom is teaching in the Year 3 / 4 class and Mr James Rooney will
be teaching in the Year 6/7 class. We wish them both a very happy and successful year as part
of our school community. We will be introducing a new program called Read, Write Inc at
Willsden Primary School. This program has proven to significantly improve the phonics, reading and writing achievement of students as they move through planned lessons that are explicitly and consistently taught on a daily basis across the school. All staff members have been
trained in how to implement the program effectively and we will continue to practise in staff
meetings to become expert reading teachers. It is a very rigorous and repetitive program that
enables students to practice and consolidate their learning before moving to the next level. It is
very important that children attend school every day in order to engage in this learning. It will
be difficult for them to improve and move through the program if they are not at school. We
hope you will also join us in promoting improvement in reading by reading to your children
every day. More information on how you can support your children at home will be provided
once we have the program up and running in the school. Together we can achieve positive outcomes for our students in 2021.
Midway through this term we will hold our Annual General Meeting for our Parent Voice
Group. This group plays a very important and valued part in making decisions and helping in
the operation of the school. We meet twice a term at school for approximately 1 ½ hours on a
Monday night. Our ACEO staff run activities in the Aboriginal Education room for children who
need to also come along and, dinner is provided during the meeting. I encourage and welcome
you to have a voice and support our school community.
I am excited to be back at school and look forward to working together to grow our students
from “Good to Great”.

Miss Linda

Meet the Teacher
Tuesday 9th Feb

Parent Voice Meeting
Monday 15th Feb

Adelaide Cup
Public Holiday
Monday 8th March

School Photo Day
Tuesday 9th March

A big welcome to
our new Reception
students pictured
on the right. The
students have
settled in well to
Miss Karlia and
Miss Frankie’s classes and we wish
them well for the
year ahead.

Pictured on the left is our
Principal, Miss Linda, reading
to Miss Karlia’s Reception/
Year 1 class. The children
loved the story “We’re going
on a bear hunt”! Reading to
children helps them learn
how to read too.

I am the very proud mother of two amazing young adults.
The many complicated challenges I faced while raising my
unique children inspired me to work as an SSO in special
needs classrooms for 12 years. During this time, I tackled a
Bachelor of Education. I was honoured to complete my final
teaching practicum placement in Ms Frankie’s class in Term 2
last year and was then appointed as the Year 4/5 Teacher in
Term 4. My passion for teaching comes from my belief that
every child has a unique character, skills, interests and gift
which should be acknowledged, nurtured and celebrated.

Mrs Kate Cullen
Hello! My name is James Rooney, but my students call me Mr. J. You can find me
in Room 14, teaching some wonderful year six and seven students. I have only
lived in Port Augusta for two weeks! I spent my early years growing up in Kadina,
before moving to Adelaide. After high school, I went to the University of South
Australia to study education. I have spent the past three years teaching Health
and Physical Education and also relieving for other teachers. This year, I will get to
experience having my very own classroom, which I know will be challenging at
times, but ultimately very rewarding. I am most looking forward to forming strong
relationships with my students and helping them identify and achieve their goals.

Mr James Rooney

I thought I would share some fun facts about me to help you understand who I
am as a person. My first job was refereeing youth soccer games. My students already know my favourite foods are steak and KFC! I really like Otters. Ever since I
was young, I have loved the “Grug” series of books by Ted Prior. I spend a lot of
time playing video games and watching movies like “Star Wars”. People often
laugh when I tell them I have a pet Chihuahua called Muffin. She’s very cute. I am
excited to get to know everyone in Port Augusta and to learn and grow with the
school community. Please feel free to come and have a chat with me

I grew up in Bondi (NSW) before moving to Adelaide 4 years
ago where I worked as a swimming instructor and OSHC educator. I made my way up to Port Augusta this year and really like
the relaxed country life and in my spare time enjoy nature
walking and road tripping. I am so excited to be working at
Willsden Primary school this year as the new Year 3/4 teacher!

Mr Tuvia Bloom

Some of our smiling
students happy to be
back at school and
learning.

Room 15 have had a busy start to the year! Over the past week we have been
busy making and designing our classroom learning space such as our desk labels
which included a goal that we want to work on throughout the Term. The students
wrote down what goal they were hoping to achieve and have placed it on their desk
as a daily reminder. Their goal could be anything school related such as reading or
writing. Here are some photos of the students with their learning goals!

Shaquana–

Romin-

Ashanti-

Understanding my
reading better.

Reading harder
words.

Adding money in
Math’s.

KiyahI want to be good at fractions.

AmeliaTo understand bigger words.

Annie-

Kadar-

Using more connectives in
my writing.

Get to Level 30 in my reading.

Ashleen-

Kayden-

Declan-

I want to understand
bigger words.

Faster at Math’s
and reading.

I want to be better
at reading.

Shema–
I want to write faster.

MatthewI want to read faster.

DakitaDoing better at Math’s.

Hello families of Willsden Primary and welcome back to a new school year.
I am thrilled to be here again, and it has been so lovely to see lots of happy
faces in the classrooms and around the yard.
I trust that 2021 will be a great year, with less disruption than the last.
If you have any concerns about your children and you think I could be of any
help, please enquire through the front office or speak to Mrs Fullerton
(Lexia). I'd be happy to make a time to speak with you. I am onsite Tuesdays
and Wednesdays.
"Children want the same things we want. To LAUGH, to be CHALLENGED, to be ENTERTAINED and
DELIGHTED." - Dr Seuss
I am here to assist students, parents, and staff in trying to make school a positive and enriching experience.
Thank you,
Varnya Kaitu'u
Pastoral Care Worker

Come and meet your child/ren’s teacher.
Tuesday 9th February from 2.10pm—3pm
Afternoon tea will be provided in each
classroom at Willsden Primary School

COVID UPDATE—QR CODES
From Tuesday 2nd February all adults (including staff and parents) entering our
school must check-in by scanning the QR code or completing the paper recording log template. Thank for your ongoing cooperation and understanding in this
matter.

BUCKET HATS
A reminder that in Term 1 all children will need to wear a broad rimmed/bucket
hat during playtime to protect them from the harmful effects of the sun. School
hats can be purchased from the front office for $8. Thank you for your support
of our school rules.

FACEBOOK
Remember to like our Facebook Page - Willsden Primary School. We post
reminders and information on this page to keep families informed.

